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TEACHING PSYCHOLOGY IN THE 
NORMAL SCHOOLS 
In trying to find out what part psychology 
plays in the curricula of the Normal Schools 
of the United States, it is necessary to rely 
upon the suggestive value of certain objective 
calculable facts. By means of the question- 
naire no direct information can be obtained 
as to the quality of the courses given. To a 
certain extent, the text-book does indicate 
this, yet it is the teacher and not the text- 
book that really makes the course; and the 
quality of the teacher the questionnaire can 
in no way successfully find out. Still in 
spite of all the evident shortcomings of data 
compiled from questionnaires, if only the 
data is representative, it can give a fair gen- 
eral survey, perhaps doubly valuable in that 
it is the best that can be obtained under the 
circumstances. 
The number of questionnaires answered 
was 27, approximately one-fourth the num- 
ber of those sent, 102; and a questionnaire 
was sent in the school year 1921-1922 to 
every Normal School in the country listed 
as having not less than two hundred stu- 
dents. One Normal School, however, had 
an enrollment somewhat less than this 
minimum. 
I. NUMBER ANSWERS RECEIVED 
North Atlantic States  5 
South Atlantic States  3 
North Central States  H 
South Central States  2 
Western States  6 
Total  27 
It will be seen by reference to chart num- 
ber 11 that the number of teachers of psy- 
chology in no case exceeded four, while in 
most cases it ran one or two. Teachers listed 
as part-time gave courses in education. 
II. NUMBER OF TEACHERS 
N.A. S.A. N.C. S.C. W. 
Full-time 
One teacher 2 .. 5 .. 3 
Two teachers  1 3 
Three teachers ... 1  
Four teachers  1 
Part-time 
One teacher 2 1 1 
Two teachers  1 1 2 
Three teachers  1 .. 1 1 
Four teachers  1 
In number of courses, the range i,s from 
one to ten, tho few schools offer more 
than four courses; it is perhaps significant 
that normal schools which so frequently give 
but two years of work should in so large a 
number of cases offer more than a single 
course. 
III. NUMBER OF COURSES 
N.A. S.A. N.O. S.C. W. 
One 1 1 1 .. 1 
Two  2 4 .. 1 
Three 2  1 
Four 2 .. 3 1 1 
Five  1 .. ' 2 
Six  1 •• 
Eight  1 
Ten  1 
The nature of courses offers the same 
wide variety, it being evident that there is 
fairly general agreement only in offering 
general psychology and educational psychol- 
ogy. The larger schools of the North Cen- 
tral division naturally offer a wider variety 
of extra and elective courses. Courses ap- 
pearing in but one of the twenty-seven 
schools and not listed below in the table are 
as follows: psycho-analysis (W.), psychology 
of home economics (N.C.), abnormal psy- 
chology (N.C.), psychology of exceptional 
children (S.C.), high school problems 
(N.C.). 
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IV. COURSES OFFER,ED 
N.A. S.A. N.C. S.C. W. 
General psychology . . 4 1 9 2 5 
Educational psychology 5 3 6 1 2 
Child psychology . . 1 1 4 2 3 
Adolescent psychology .. .. 3 1 1 
Intelligence tests . . 1 .. 3 .. 1 
Educational 
measurements . . 2 .. 1 ., 2 
Applied psychology . . 1 .. 5 .. 1 
Social psychology  3 .. 3 
Advanced educ. 
psychology .... 1 .. 2 
Business psychology  2 
Psychology of religion .. .. 2 
The text-books in use offer almost the 
widest possible range. Aside from those 
listed in the table below, the following were 
used in one school each: Woodworth, Ter- 
man's Intelligence of School Children, Hun- 
ter, Halleck, S. C. Myers, Monroe's Meas- 
uring Results of Teaching, Bolton, Titchener, 
Warren, Ross, Hall's Adolescence, Cameron, 
and James. Equally interesting with the 
wide variety of texts was the data offered re- 
garding the change of texts by the few 
schools which reported on this matter. The 
excellent custom of frequent changes seems 
to be prevalent in a number of schools. 
V. TEXTBOOKS IN USE 
112 1 
..221 
N.A. S.A. N.C. S.C. W. 
Norsworthy and 
Whitley . . . 
Thorndike  
Monroe, DeVoss, 
Kelly  
Terman  
Woodrow  
Pillsbury  
Colvln and Bagley . . 3 
1 .. 1 
2 2 
1 1 
12 1 
3 .. 
LaRue 
Angell 1 
Averill 1 
Tracey  
Freeman  
Breese  
Kirkpatrick 2 
2 .. 
1 
3 .. 
3 1 
1 2 
2 .. 
1 
Starch 1 1 3 2 
Pyle 2 .. 1 
Colvln 2  
Strayer and 
Norsworthy .... 2  
Betts 2 .. .. 1 
Strong  2 
In the matter of laboratories it is worthy 
of note that normal schools are giving up 
those in hand and devoting attention largely 
to mental testing. One normal school, was 
in the act of disposing of a comparatively 
large laboratory equipment. Although the 
importance of mental tests cannot be denied, 
this seems to be giving them much more at- 
tion than desirable. This may be an indi- 
cation that the normal schools are prone to 
follow the psychological fashion. In the 
table below, a "regular" laboratory means 
one in which the standard experiments on 
reaction-time, memory, etc., are given. The 
difference between demonstrations by the in- 
structor as illustrations and as experiments 
is one of degree only. The latter method is 
more thoro and inclusive than the former. 
VI. LABORATORIES REPORTED 
N.A. S.A. N.C. S.C. W. 
Regular laboratory . . 2 1 8 1 .. 
Mental tests  4 2 2 .. G 
Demonstration (illustration)  1 .. 2 
Demonstration (experiment)  1 
Training School hnly .2 .. 1 
The questionnaire also asked for the de- 
grees held by the teacher above the bacca- 
laureate degree, but very few answered this 
question. Some five or six teachers were 
reported as having their M. A. in psychology 
or education and still fewer the Ph.D. It is 
possibly fair to infer that in most cases those 
whose failed to answer the question held none 
of the higher degrees. 
In conclusion it may be said that tho every 
State is not represented, still practically all 
of educational importance are. Also every 
large conventional division of the country is 
represented more or less adequately. The 
information, therefore, is fairly representa- 
tive if not as complete as might be desired. 
While the reader may best be left to infer 
the general status of psychology in the nor- 
mal schools from the data offered in the 
tables above, it may be said that psychology, 
which is the crucial subject in the normal 
school curriculum, is not apparently receiving 
the attention it should. 
Joseph Ratner 
He that loveth a book will never want a 
faithful friend, a wholesome counsellor, a 
cheerful companion, an effectual comforter. 
By study, by reading, by thinking, one may 
innocently divert and pleasantly entertain him- 
self, as in all weathers, so in all fortunes.— 
Isaac Barrow. 
